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ADVANCING ECONOMIC JUSTICE

Joining with Low-Income People to Fight for Fairness

NCLEJ Challenges Unconstitutional
Revocation of Driver’s Licenses in Tennessee

NCLEJ, along with co-
counsel Civil Rights Corps,
Just City, and the law firm of
| Baker Donelson, has
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filed Thomas v. Haslam, a
federal class action lawsuit challenging the
unconstitutional revocation of driver’s licenses — without
notice or opportunity to be heard — from more than
146,000 low-income people in Tennessee who are too
poor to pay criminal justice debt.

In Tennessee, as in many jurisdictions, defendants in the
criminal justice system incur substantial debt, as they are
charged with the costs of their own prosecution.
Tennessee law requires that people must pay these
costs within one year or suffer the mandatory revocation
of their driver’s licenses. Without their driver’s licenses,
people have difficulty getting and keeping work,
accessing medical care, and even engaging in simple
activities of daily life like grocery shopping and visiting
friends and family. Read more.

Read press coverage from The Tennessean and
SEGate.

NCLEJ and Colleagues Challenge Reduced
Medicaid Services for Adults with Severe
Disabilities

NCLEJ has joined advocates from Legal Services of
South Central Michigan and the Michigan Poverty Law
Program as co-counsel in Waskul v. Washtenaw County

n Friend on Facebook

a Follow on Twitter

SUPPORT OUR WORK

National Center for Law and
Economic Justice

Board of Directors

Jennifer Selendy, Chair
Quinn Emanuel Urquhart &
Sullivan, LLP

Cassandra Barham, Vice-Chair
Benefits Rights Advocacy Group
Douglas F. Curtis, Vice-Chair
WeWork

Sandra D. Hauser, Secretary
Dentons US LLP

Steven M. Edwards, Treasurer
Quinn Emanuel Urquhart &
Sullivan, LLP

Mary Lu Bilek

City University of New York School of Law
Paul M. Dodyk

Cravath, Swaine & Moore LLP (retired)
Andrew R. Dunlap

Quinn Emanuel Urquhart &

Sullivan, LLP

Stacey R. Friedman

JPMorgan Chase & Co.

Mary E. Gerisch

Vermont Workers Center

John DeWitt Gregory

Maurice A. Deane School of Law at Hofstra
University (emeritus)

David Gruenstein

Wachtell, Lipton, Rosen & Katz

Henry B. Gutman

Simpson Thacher & Bartlett LLP (retired)
Stephen L. Kass



Subscribe

Share ¥ Past Issues

Translate ¥

RSS M

that have resulted in significant reductions in Medicaid
services for adults with severe developmental
disabilities.

Michigan receives federal funding under a Medicaid
waiver to assist people with developmental disabilities
with critically needed activities of daily living necessary to
allow them to live in their own homes, or in a community
supported living arrangement setting. For fiscal reasons,
the defendant county agency reduced the individually
allocated budgets for the plaintiffs that allow their
guardians to pay caregivers to deliver medically
necessary services in the home. As a result, they have
been placed at significant risk of being uprooted from
their homes and institutionalized. Read more.

Theresa Lau’s Op-Ed on the Importance of the
Affordable Care Act Published in NBC News

An op-ed by Theresa Lau,
National Asian Pacific
American Bar Association
Law Foundation Partners
and In-House Counsel

| Community Law Fellow,
has been published in NBC
News. In response to the
2016 election results,

Theresa, along with many other healthcare advocates,
opposes the new administration’s plans to repeal the
Affordable Care Act (also known as Obamacare and the
ACA). The piece discusses the serious repercussions a
repeal would have on the millions of Americans who
gained coverage because of the ACA, and highlights the
needs of a commonly ignored minority group — the low-
income, limited English proficient Asian-American
community. Read Theresa's op-ed here.

Ed Krugman Joins NCLEJ as a Volunteer
Senior Attorney

NCLEJ Board member Edward P. Krugman has joined
the organization as a volunteer Senior Attorney, effective
January 17. Ed recently retired as a Partner at Cahill
Gordon & Reindel LLP, where he remains a Senior
Counsel in the insurance litigation and commercial
litigation practice groups. “Ed is an excellent lawyer with
a deep commitment to NCLEJ’s mission, and we are
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honed skills to benefit our
"= clients,” said NCLEJ
Executive Director Marc
Cohan.

Ed added, “The work of
NCLEJ is now more
important than ever, and
NCLEJ’s lawyers are the best in the country at what they
do. | am as excited about learning from them as | am
about adding to NCLEJ’s capacity for its truly vital

work.” Read more.
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