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Mission
Advancing the cause of economic justice for low-income families, individuals, and 
communities across the country.

Values
Because NCLEJ’s Board and staff believe that this nation should strive to ensure that 
no one lives in poverty or is denied basic human rights, we subscribe to the following 
values:

Income Security:	� Income security is a basic goal and fundamental 
defense against poverty.

Access to Employment:	 �Low-income people should have full opportunity  
to participate in all forms of education, training, 
and services to help them secure and retain living 
wage jobs.

 
Access to Health Care:	� All low-income people should receive affordable, 

comprehensive high-quality health care.

Fair Treatment:	 �Fairness must be the foundation of government 
administration. 

 
Public Accountability:	� Governmental decision-making and administration 

should be open, accessible, and responsive to 
constituents.

 
Access to Justice:	� Low-income people must have effective access to 

the justice system to challenge violations of their 
rights, secure effective relief, and gain greater public 
accountability. 

 
Fair and Safe Workplace:	� All workers should be assured a safe workplace, 

a living wage, and full protection from 
discrimination.

 
Community Action:	 �Community action and coalition 

building should be encouraged 
at the local, state, and national 
level as powerful strategies 
for social change.

 
Civic Participation:	� Low-income individuals 

and their communities 
should have a voice 
in shaping the public 
policies that affect  
their lives.

From the Chair and  
Executive Director

March 2012

This report celebrates the essential work that the National Center for Law and Economic 
Justice (NCLEJ) undertook on behalf of low-income people in 2010 and 2011.  We have 
made progress on critical issues facing those in need, including preserving access to ben-
efits (food stamps, Medicaid, cash assistance), securing fairness in workers compensation 
for ranch and farm workers, helping to preserve the availability of affordable child care, 
and ensuring that Americans with Disabilities Act protections extend to the frontiers of 
cyberspace.

These efforts reflect our consistent commitment to our core mission – increasing hope, 
opportunity, and dignity for those at the bottom of the economic ladder – by using our 
legal skills with imagination and determination.  In the past two years, we have ventured 
into new areas and new parts of the country, to excellent effect.

Our work will be even more critical in the years ahead.  As poverty threatens to become 
an even larger blight across America, and major safety net programs come under assault, 
we will continue to explore new frontiers for our work.  At the same time, it is critical 
that NCLEJ’s nearly five decades of work in the trenches to ensure fair implementation 
of public benefits programs continues unabated.  A major portion of this work will be 
focused on assuring that health care is made available to those who need it, whatever 
happens in the courts, Congress, and the elections this fall.

We thank everyone who has made this vital work possible: our extraordinarily dedicated 
staff and volunteers, a committed Board of Directors, the law firms that have provided 
invaluable pro bono assistance, our fellow public interest and legal services advocates 
across the country, and of course generous financial supporters.   Many are listed in this 
report, and we thank them all. 

We especially thank the community representatives on our Board, who travel from far 
and wide to attend our meetings and share their insights, and we acknowledge with sad-
ness the passing last year of our longtime community representative from Texas, Mary 
Lovings.  She will be greatly missed.

National Center for Law and Economic Justice

Jennifer M. Selendy
Chair, Board of Directors

Henry A. Freedman
Executive Director

Jennifer M. 
Selendy

Henry A.  
Freedman
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Nationally:

 �Our work helped ensure 
that more than two 
million children received 
critical food stamp 
assistance more promptly.

 �We fought to get 
Medicaid applications 
processed faster for 
hundreds of thousands 
of families around the 
country.

 �Our cases led to tens 
of thousands of low-
income families not 
losing assistance due to 
bureaucratic ineptitude.

 �From Colorado to Indiana 
to New York, our work 
led to improvement 
in computer systems 
that had been denying 
critical assistance to tens 
of thousands of needy 
families.

 �With our assistance, 
Colorado advocates 
stopped a state practice 
that cut off Medicaid to 
eligible families when 
the state fell behind on 
processing their cases.

 �We helped to secure a 
ruling in New Mexico 
that denying workers’ 
compensation to farm 
and ranch laborers is 
unconstitutional.

NCLEJ: Advocated for Low-Income People in 24 States in 
2010 and 2011

California
Pich v. DSS 
Systems Failure

      ADA Advocacy

Utah

Arizona
ADA Advocacy

Colorado
Davis v. Birch
Systems Failure

New Mexico
Greigo v. N.M. Workers 
Compensation 
Commission
Farm/Ranch  
Worker Issues

ADA Advocacy
Texas
ADA Advocacy

Nebraska
ADA Technical 
Assistance

       – Board advocate working in this state

HAWAII
Booth v. McManaman
Application Delays

Missouri
ADA 
Technical 
Assistance

Georgia
ADA 
Technical 
Assistance

North Carolina
ADA Technical 
Assistance

Illinois
ADA 
Technical 
Assistance

OHIO
ADA Technical 
Assistance

New Jersey
ADA Technical 
Assistance

WASHINGTON, D.C.
Local Food Stamp 
Technical Assistance
National Advocacy

New York
See Reverse

Rhode Island
Spruill v. 
Alexander
Application 
Delays

 West 
 Virginia

Michigan
ADA 
Advocacy

Kentucky
ADA Advocacy

Indiana
Bell v. 
Murphy
Application 
Delays

 Florida
      ADA     
        Advocacy

Mississippi

Louisiana

Maryland
Thompson v. Donald	
Application Delays

ADA Technical 
Assistance

Ridgely v. FEMA
Fairness of FEMA Rental 
Assistance Procedures

Advocacy to Obtain Accessible 
FEMA Services
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In New York:

 �In New York City, we 
helped bring more 
than $3,000,000 in 
food assistance to 
thousands of needy 
families. 

 �We conducted more 
than 15 trainings and 
workshops, reaching 
nearly 600 advocates, 
service providers, 
and consumers with 
information about 
their rights under 
the Americans with 
Disabilities Act. 

 �Our advocacy 
resulted in six 
New York counties 
adopting improved 
ADA policies and New 
York State’s issuance 
of a tool to screen for 
assistance recipients’ 
disabilities. 

 �Our victories in New 
York State courts 
prevented localities 
from illegally shutting 
down critically 
needed providers of 
child care to low-
income families.

 �We assured seamless 
health coverage for 
youth aging out of 
foster care in New 
York City.

Erie
Martin v. 

Weiner
Application 

Delays
ADA Advocacy

Niagara
ADA Advocacy

Monroe
Doe v. Doar Benefits for 
Children with Disabilities 
ADA Advocacy

Genesee
ADA  
Advocacy

Yates
ADA 
Advocacy

Chautauqua 
ADA Advocacy

Onondaga
ADA  
Advocacy

Oswego 
ADA Advocacy

Wayne 
ADA Advocacy

Cayuga 
Cordway v. Throop 
Child Care

Steuben
Kari C. v Mullen
Application Delays

NEW YORK CITY LITIGATION:
Davila v. Eggleston – Failure to Approve Education and Training
Doe v. Doar – Underpayment of Assistance
Morel v. Giuliani – Failure to Continue Benefits Pending Fair Hearing
Piron v. Wing  – Fair Hearing Decision and Compliance Delays
Reynolds v. Giuliani – Deterrence of Benefit Applications
Williston v. Eggleston – Food Stamp Application Delays

New York City Advocacy on Behalf of:
Low-Income Individuals and Families
Youth Aging Out of Foster Care
Parents in Need of Child Care
People with Disabilities
People in Need of Health Care

Madison 
ADA  
Advocacy

Oneida 
ADA  
Advocacy

Rensselaer  
ADA  
Advocacy

Schenectady   
ADA Advocacy

Albany
ADA 
Advocacy 
(Statewide)

DUTCHESS
ADA 
Advocacy 

Columbia
Travis v. Mossman 
Application Delays
ADA Advocacy

Westchester
  Simmons v. Astorino 
  Child Care
  Galvez v. City of Yonkers  
  Child Care
  ADA Advocacy

Suffolk
Maryann C. v. DeMarzo
Doe v. Blass
Application Delays

ADA Advocacy

Nassau
Dowdell v. Imhof
Application Delays
ADA Training

Richmond

KINGS QUEENS

NEW YORK

BRONX

NCLEJ: Worked in 26 
New York Counties in 
2010 and 2011
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THANKS to our Major Donors
To our Dinner Honorees

To our Major Supporters of the 
Paul M. Dodyk Fellowship*

To our Pro Bono Partners

$50,000 and above
Robert Sterling Clark Foundation
Davis Polk & Wardwell LLP
Debevoise & Plimpton LLP
Ford Foundation
John H. Hall
Interest on Lawyer Account Fund of the 
    State of New York
Kirkland & Ellis LLP
Edward Krugman and Ethel Klein
Pfizer Inc
Rhodebeck Charitable Trust
Jennifer and Philippe Selendy
van Ameringen Foundation, Inc.

$20,000 - $49,999
Cadwalader, Wickersham & Taft LLP
Paul M. Dodyk
Robin and Steven M. Edwards
Henry A. Freedman
Joan and Stephen L. Kass
Kaye Scholer LLP
Scherman Foundation
Simpson Thacher & Bartlett LLP
Skadden, Arps, Slate, Meagher & Flom LLP
Wachtell, Lipton, Rosen & Katz
Wilmer Cutler Pickering Hale & Dorr LLP

$15,000 - $19,999
Covington & Burling LLP
Douglas F. and Michaeline Curtis
Feinberg Rozen, LLP
GlaxoSmithKline
Goodell, DeVries, Leech & Dann LLP
Greenberg Traurig LLP
Henry B. Gutman
JP Morgan Chase & Co.
Lowenstein Sandler
Morgan, Lewis & Bockius LLP
Ropes & Gray LLP
SNR Denton US LLP
Sullivan & Cromwell LLP
Williams & Connolly LLP

$10,000 - $14,999
Allen & Overy LLP
Mary Lu Bilek and Aaron R. Marcu
Carter, Ledyard & Milburn LLP
Clifford Chance US LLP
Cravath, Swaine & Moore LLP
Dechert LLP
Freshfields Bruckhaus Deringer US LLP
Fried, Frank, Harris, Shriver & Jacobson LLP
Jeffrey E. Glen and Rosina K. Abramson
Hogan Lovells US LLP
Jackson Lewis LLP
Barbara McDowell and Gerald S. Hartman  
    Foundation
Mercer
Morris, Nichols, Arsht & Tunnell  LLP
Pershing Square Capital Management LP
Reed Smith LLP
Jonathan D. Schwartz
Shook Hardy & Bacon LLP
Squire, Sanders & Dempsey, LLP
Elizabeth and Michael Varet
Weil, Gotshal & Manges LLP
White & Case LLP
Winston & Strawn LLP

$5,000 - $9,999
Anonymous
Bartlit Beck Herman Palenchar & Scott LLP
Boies, Schiller & Flexner LLP
Boston Consulting Group
William M. Brodsky and Minna Fyer
Richard Cotton
Helen Matchett DeMario Foundation
Dickstein Shapiro LLP
Edwards Angell Palmer & Dodge LLP
Stacey R. Friedman
Fulbright & Jaworski LLP
Dr. Kelly Posner Gerstenhaber
Goldman Sachs
Sara Gourley
Sandra Hauser and Jeff Parness
Jenner & Block LLP
Beth L. Kaufman and Charles B. Updike
Mark A. Kirsch
Robert E. Lehrer
Susan B. and Art Lindenauer
Loeb & Loeb, LLP
Mayer Brown LLP
Nelson Mullins Riley & Scarborough LLP
William S. Ohlemeyer
Paul Hastings LLP
John A. Shutkin
Sidley Austin Brown & Wood, LLP
Tucker Ellis & West LLP
Viacom
Rita W. and Kenneth E. Warner
Brian S. Weinstein
Mary Marsh Zulack and Peter A. Belmont

$2,500 - $4,999
Anonymous
Arnold & Porter LLP
Bradley Arant Boult & Cummings LLP
Sandra Amy Bresnick and Peter Armenio
Clark, Thomas & Winters
Anne E. Cohen
Directions For Rural Action Fund
Stanley Eisenberg
Patricia and Robert Ferrari
D. Francis Finlay
Ana Marie and Dall Forsythe
Joan Granlund
David Gruenstein
Irwin Fritchie Urquhart & Moore, LLC
Jerome Kauff
Marina and Stephen E. Kaufman
King & Spalding LLP
Sheila and Bill Lambert
Nancy A. Lieberman
New York Bar Foundation
Pepper Hamilton LLP
Quinn Emanuel LLP
Saul Ewing LLP
Schuster Aguilo LLP
Jonathan D. Siegfried
Nancy and David Solomon
Hon. Dominic and Carla Squatrito
Via Esperanza Fund
Watkins & Eager PLLC
Steven M. Witzel
George B. Yankwitt

$1,000 - $2,499
Anonymous (3)
Roger S. Aaron

Marc Abrams
John W. Adams
Roger Alcaly and Helen Bodian
Mark H. Alcott
Penelope E. Andrews
James W. Barratt
Adele M. Blong and Steven J. Cole
Clifford P. Case, III
Beverly and Stuart Cohen
Naomi Cohen
Evan and Mary Davis
Scott Davis
Judith and Peter Dawkins
DLA Piper LLP (USA)
Dow Lohnes PLLC
Drinker Biddle & Reath LLP
Carey R. Dunne
Daniel and Stephanie Edelstein
Jeffrey M. Epstein
Epstein, Becker & Green LLP
Equal Justice America
Dr. Stanley Friedman
Faith E. Gay
Robert M. Ginsberg
Maria Ginzburg and Marc Sgaraglino
Thomas C. Green
Daniel Greenberg and Karen Nelson
John DeWitt Gregory
Ken Grossinger and Micheline Klagsbrun
Benjamin W. Heineman, Jr.
Adria S. Hillman
James W. Johnson and Michael L. Connell
Julia Kagan-Baumann
Craig Kaplan and Anne Hess
Lawrence W. Keeshan
Sara A. Kelsey
Benjamin B. Klubes and Risa Bender
Shirley and Edward Kornreich
Victor and Sarah Kovner
Jennifer Kroman and David Wermuth
Phil Kruse
Joel Kurtzberg
Jack and Sandra Levitt
Littler Mendelson, P.C.
Lois Gehr Livezey
Helen Lowenstein
Philip and Phyllis Margolius
Jean M. McCarroll
Katarina Mesarovich
J. Kelley Nevling, Jr.
John Nonna
Katherine L. Pringle
Bruce Rabb
Debra Raskin and Michael Young
John and Darlene Reid-Dodick
Dean Ringel
Peter N. and Beth Rosenthal
Adam L. Rosman
Eric M.  and Laurie Roth
Richard A. Rothman
Hon. Jacqueline W. Silbermann
Allan Sperling and Ferne Goldberg
Mary Ann Stein
Audrey Strauss and John Wing
Kathleen M. Sullivan
Christopher and Leah Tahbaz
Michael Trister and Nancy Duff Campbell
Valerie Vanaman
Charles and Jacqueline Warren
Marc Weiss and Nancy Meyer
Wheeler Trigg O’Donell LLP
Mark C. Zauderer

$100,000
James and Nancy Grosfeld

$10,000 - $99,999
John W. Adams
Cravath, Swaine & Moore LLP
George David
Robin and Steven M. Edwards
Development Partners, Foundation 

  for Law, Justice and Society
Henry and Helen Freedman
Greenberg Traurig LLP
Benjamin W. Heineman, Jr.

$5,000 - $9,999
Daniel Bernstein
Richard W. and Suzanne Clary
Douglas S. and Priscilla Eakeley
John and Darlene Reid-Dodick
Daniel Slifkin

$1,001 - $4,999
David O. Brownwood
Timothy Cameron
John A. Hood
Joan and Stephen L. Kass
Julie A. North and William V. Fogg

$1,000
M. Bernard Aidinoff
Richard M. Allen
Michael A. Boyd
Henk Brands
Thomas R. and Mimi Brome
Harrison C. Dunning
Barry H. Garfinkel
Elizabeth L. Grayer
Richard J. Hiegel
John R. Hupper
Nigel Lovett
George T. Lowy

Jon and Rosemary Masters
Thomas J. McCusker
William R. Miller
Douglas Neu
Rebecca Nordhaus
W. Carey Parker
Peter J. Pettibone
Yvonne S. Quinn
Peter Quint
Ronald Rolfe and Sara Dareshori
Stephen Stamas
Patrick N. W. Turner
Daniel Wing and Yvette Lucas
Steven M. Witzel

Alston Hunt Floyd & Ing

Davis, Polk & Wardwell LLP

Dewey & LeBoeuf LLP

Drinker Biddle & Reath LLP

Gibson, Dunn & Crutcher LLP

Hogan Lovells US LLP

Kirkland & Ellis LLP

Simpson Thacher & Bartlett LLP

SNR Denton US LLP

Weil Gotshal & Manges LLP

2011
Elpidio (PD) Villarreal
Senior Vice President, Global Litigation 
GlaxoSmithKline

Paul M. Dodyk
Partner, Cravath, Swaine & Moore LLP 
(retired)

Bob Herbert
Award-winning Columnist 

2010
Amy W. Schulman
Senior Vice President and General Counsel  
Pfizer Inc

Mark Greenberg
Deputy Assistant Secretary for Policy, HHS  
Administration for Children and Families 

Partners in Maryland Court Victory 
(Homeless Persons Representation Project,  
Public Justice Center, Kirkland & Ellis LLP)

* �The first Dodyk 
Fellowship will be 
awarded in 2012.
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Board of Directors*

Jennifer M. Selendy, Chair  
Kirkland & Ellis LLP

Cassandra Barham, Vice-
Chair  
Benefits Rights Advocacy Group

Douglas F. Curtis, Vice-Chair  
WilmerHale

Sandra D. Hauser, Secretary 
SNR Denton US LLP

Steven M. Edwards, 
Treasurer 
Hogan Lovells US LLP

Mary Lu Bilek 
CUNY School of Law

Paul M. Dodyk 
Cravath, Swaine & Moore LLP

Evelyn Dortch 
Direct Action Welfare Group

Stacey R. Friedman 
Sullivan & Cromwell LLP

Anita Graham 
Community Voices Heard

John D. Gregory 
Maurice A. Deane School of Law at 
Hofstra University

David Gruenstein 
Wachtell, Lipton, Rosen & Katz

Henry B. Gutman 
Simpson Thacher & Bartlett LLP

John H. Hall 
Debevoise & Plimpton LLP

Stephen L. Kass 
Carter Ledyard & Milburn LLP

Mark A. Kirsch 
Gibson, Dunn & Crutcher LLP

Edward P. Krugman 
Cahill Gordon & Reindel LLP

Nancy A. Lieberman 
Skadden, Arps, Slate, Meagher & 
Flom LLP

Bruce Rabb 
PILnet

Keila Ravelo  
Willkie Farr & Gallagher LLP

Adam L. Rosman 
Willis North America

Jonathan D. Schwartz 
Investment Bank, J.P. Morgan

Shannon Rose Selden 
Debevoise & Plimpton LLP

Jill Shinn 
Northeast Missouri Clients Council 
for Human Needs

John A. Shutkin 
CliftonLarsonAllen LLP

Jonathan D. Siegfried 
Dewey & LeBoeuf LLP

Brian S. Weinstein 
Davis Polk & Wardwell LLP

Margo Westley 
AHAC Crossroads Urban Center

Steven M. Witzel 
Fried, Frank, Harris, Shriver & 
Jacobson LLP

George B. Yankwitt 
Squire, Sanders & Dempsey LLP

Former Board 
Members

Josefina Davila

Jennifer Kroman

Mary Lovings (deceased)

Rowan Wilson

Staff*

Henry A. Freedman 
Executive Director

Marc Cohan 
Director of Litigation

Vicki Henderson 
Director of Development

Peter Kendall 
Systems Administrator

Cary LaCheen 
Senior Attorney

Mary R. Mannix 
Program Director/Senior Attorney

Michelle Peeples 
Administrative Coordinator

Laura Redman 
Staff Attorney

Petra Tasheff 
Senior Attorney

Former Staff

Stephane Ariot

Kay Khan

Daniel Yuhas

Volunteers

Stephane Ariot 

Pierre Ciric  

Zahire Estrella

Daniel Glass

Ashley Graham

Clarion Johnson  

   (WilmerHale Fellow)

Jessica Lin

Young Lee  

Laura Meehan 

Jacob Meyer 

Stephen Miller

Brenda Munoz Furnish 

Rebecca Reichman

Robert Trisotto 

Virginia Wilbur

Adam Young 

Young 
Professionals 
Network Steering 
Committee*

Stephane Ariot, Chair

Robin Boucard

Zahire Estrella

Clarion Johnson 

Ben Lewis

Jacob Meyer 

Stephen Miller 

LeMar Moore

Ryan Nelson

Rebecca Reichman

Dana Sckolnick

Robert Trisotto

Sarah Tsou

*As of March 2012.

Financial Information

			   2010	 2011
 Public Support and Revenue
	 Public Support
		  Contributions – unrestricted	 $  222,454	 $  229,442
		  Dodyk Fellowship Support	 —	 279,450
		  Grants	 318,972	 351,200
		  Special Events	 632,143	 548,645
		  Donated Services	 300,740	 150,761
	 Total Public Support	 1,474,309	 1,559,498

	 Revenue
		  Attorney Fees	 551,282	 317, 785
		  Interest and other	 7,374	 6,255
	 Total Revenue	 558,656	 324,040

	 Total Public Support and Revenue	 2,032,965	 1,883,538

Expenses
	 Program Services	 1,433,007	 1,269,831
	 Management and General	 156,165	 190,345
	 Fundraising	 311,234	 305,473
	 Total Expenses	 1,900,406	 1,765,649

Increase (decrease) in net assets	 132,559	 117,889

Net assets, beginning of year	 1,141,185	 1,273,744

Net assets, end of year	 $1,273,744	 $1,391,633

Full report may be obtained by request from State of New York, Office of the Attorney General, Charities Bureau,  
120 Broadway, New York, NY  10271.



275 Seventh Avenue, Suite 1506
New York, NY 10001-6860

212-633-6967
212-633-6371 (fax)

info@nclej.org
www.nclej.org

“Thank you all for decades of great work and 

friendship.” 

— Gordon Bonnyman 
Tennessee Justice Center

 

“…NCLEJ is the leading organization in the 

country for this type of economic justice law.” 

— Brooke Richie 
Resilience Advocacy Project 

 

“Thank you for all the support we receive 

from you and NCLEJ.”  

— Bryan Hetherington 
Empire Justice Center

 

“A great partnership…working with Marc and 

Gina is a dream.”
— Victor Geminiani 

Hawai’i Appleseed 


