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Mission
Advancing the cause of economic justice for low-income 
families, individuals, and communities across the 
country.

Values
Because NCLEJ’s Board and staff believe that this nation should 
strive to ensure that no one lives in poverty or is denied basic 
human rights, we subscribe to the following values:

Income Security: Income security is a basic goal 
and fundamental defense against poverty.

Access to Employment: Low-income people 
should have full opportunity to participate in all forms 
of education, training, and services to help them secure 
and retain living wage jobs.
 
Access to Health Care: All low-income people 
should receive affordable, comprehensive high-quality 
health care.

Fair Treatment: Fairness must be the foundation of 
government administration. 
 
Public Accountability: Governmental decision-
making and administration should be open, accessible, 
and responsive to constituents.
 
Access to Justice: Low-income people must 
have effective access to the justice system to challenge 
violations of their rights, secure effective relief, and gain 
greater public accountability. 
 
Fair and Safe Workplace: All workers should 
be assured a safe workplace, a living wage, and full 
protection from discrimination.
 
Community Action: Community 
action and coalition building should 
be encouraged at the local, state, and 
national level as powerful strategies for 
social change.
 
Civic Participation: Low-income 
individuals and their communities 
should have a voice in shaping the 
public policies that affect their lives.

From the  
CHAIR  

and  
EXECUTIVE  
DIRECTOR
March 2014

We are pleased to report on the continued accomplish-
ments of the National Center for Law and Economic Justice 
(NCLEJ) on behalf of low-income individuals, families, and 
communities in 2012 and 2013.  

We have made gratifying progress on critical issues facing 
those in need across America, including preserving access 
to food stamps, Medicaid, and cash assistance; securing 
fairness in workers’ compensation for ranch and farm 
workers; helping to preserve access to affordable health 
care and child care; and ensuring that Americans with 
Disabilities Act protections are enforced meaningfully for 
residents of public housing suffering from asthma due to 
unaddressed moisture and the spread of black mold.  

These efforts reflect our unyielding commitment to our 
core mission – increasing hope, opportunity, and dignity 
for those at the bottom of the economic ladder. We 
continue to achieve these results by using our legal skills 
with imagination and determination. We are now looking 
forward to an exciting and challenging future, as we hand 
the baton to a new Executive Director in 2014, and NCLEJ 
celebrates its 50th Anniversary in 2015.

We will continue to explore new frontiers for our work, 
while assuring that NCLEJ’s nearly five decades of work 
in the trenches to ensure fair implementation of public 
benefits programs – including greatly expanded health care 
coverage – continues unabated.  

We thank everyone who has made this vital work possible:  
our extraordinarily dedicated staff and volunteers, a 
committed Board of Directors, the law firms that have 
provided invaluable pro bono assistance, our fellow public 
interest and legal services advocates across the country, and 
of course generous financial supporters. Many are listed in 
this report, and we thank them all.

Jennifer M. Selendy
Chair, Board of Directors

Henry A. Freedman
Executive Director

Jennifer M. 
Selendy

Henry A.  
Freedman



Report 2012 & 2013

NATIONAL CENTER FOR LAW AND ECONOMIC JUSTICE

2 3

Spotlight: NCLEJ and Colleagues 
Achieve Speedier Payment of Food 
Stamps to Low-Income Hawaiians

Food stamp recipients in Hawaii are getting 
their crucial benefits even faster as the result of 
the final settlement in Booth v. McManaman, 
a federal class action.  This case has already 

achieved a substantial improvement in agency 
performance, with thousands more low-
income households receiving food stamps 
promptly, and the settlement requires further 
improvement in benefit processing times.  
NCLEJ joined Hawaii Appleseed Center for Law 
and Economic Justice and Alston Hunt Floyd & 
Ing as counsel in this case.

Advocated in 24 States in 2012 and 2013

CALIFORNIA
      ADA Technical 
        Assistance

ARIZONA
ADA Advocacy

COLORADO
Davis v. Birch
Systems Failure

NEW MEXICO
Greigo v. N.M. Workers 
Compensation 
Commission
Farm/Ranch  
Worker Issues

ADA Advocacy

TEXAS

       – Board advocate working in this state

HAWAII
Booth v. McManaman
Application Delays

MISSO

WISCONSIN

MAINE
VERMONT

URI
Talton v. Kinkaide
ADA Litigation

ADA 
Technical 
Assistance

GEORGIA
ADA 
Technical 

ADA 
Technical
Assistance 

NEW HAMPSHIRE
ADA  Advocacy

Assistance

NORTH CAROLINA
ADA Technical 
Assistance

OHIO
ADA Advocacy 
& Technical 
Assistance

WASHINGTON, D.C.
National Advocacy

NEW YORK

CONNECTICUT
Briggs v. Bremby 
Application Delays 

 WEST 
 VIRGINIA

KENTUCKY
Technical Assistance

INDIANA
Bell v. 
Murphy
Application 
Delays

 
 

MISSISSIPPI

LOUISIANA

MARYLAND
Thompson v. Donald
Magee v. Kern

 

Application Delays
ADA Advocacy

MASSACHUSETTS

Advocacy to Obtain Accessible 
FEMA Services
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Advocated in 24  
New York Counties in 
2012 and 2013 

ERIE
Martin v. 

Weiner
Application 

Delays

MONROE
ADA Advocacy
& Training

 

CHAUTAUQUA 
ADA Advocacy

ONONDAGA
ADA  
Technical 
      Assistance

OSWEGO 
ADA Advocacy

SULLIVAN
ADA 
Advocacy

ADA Advocacy 

ORANGE
ADA 
Advocacy

JEFFERSON
ADA 
Advocacy

ROCKLAND
ADA Training

CAYUGA 
Cordway v. Throop 
Child CareNIAGARA

McCoy v. Restaino
Application Delays

STEUBEN
Kari C. v Mullen
Application Delays

NEW YORK CITY LITIGATION:

NEW YORK CITY ADVOCACY ON BEHALF OF:
Low-Income Individuals and Families
Youth Aging Out of Foster Care
Parents in Need of Child Care
People with Disabilities
People in Need of Health Care

MADISON 
ADA  
Advocacy

ONEIDA 
ADA  
Advocacy

 

ALBANY (Statewide)
Richard C. v. Proud  
Food Stamps

COLUMBIA
Travis v. Mossman 
Application Delays

WESTCHESTER
  Simmons v. Astorino 
  Child Care
  Galvez v. City of Yonkers  
  Child Care

SUFFOLK
Maryann C. v. DeMarzo

Torres v. Blass
Child Care

Application Delays

NASSAU
Dowdell v. Imhof
Application Delays

ADA Advocacy

RICHMOND

KINGS QUEENS

NEW YORK

BRONX

Baez v. NYCHA  – Mold and Moisture Problems in Public Housing
Davila v. Eggleston – Failure to Approve Education and Training
Doe v. Doar – Underpayment of Assistance to People with HIV/AIDS
Juan v. Doar – Cash Assistance for Older Adults
Morel v. Giuliani – Failure to Continue Benefits Pending Fair Hearing
Piron v. Wing – Fair Hearing Decision and Compliance Delays
Rafferty, et al. v. Doar, et al – Accessible Formats for the Blind or Visually Impaired
Reynolds v. Giuliani – Deterrence of Benefit Applications
Williston v. Eggleston – Food Stamp Application Delays
 

Spotlight: NYC Housing Authority 
Agrees to Fix Rampant Mold and 
Moisture Problems

The New York City Housing Authority will 
address mold and excessive moisture in its 
apartments more quickly and thoroughly as 
a result of an agreement in a federal lawsuit 
filed by NCLEJ and the Natural Resources 
Defense Council on behalf of people with 

asthma living in public housing.  Excessive 
moisture in NYCHA housing, home to 400,000 
New Yorkers, has led to rampant and severe 
mold problems.  Residents with asthma are 
particularly vulnerable to the ill effects of 
mold and moisture.  Under the terms of the 
agreement, for the first time, NYCHA will be 
required to respond to mold and moisture 
complaints within strict time frames depending 
on the severity of the condition.
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THANKS to our MAJOR DONORS

$50,000 and above
Robert Sterling Clark Foundation
Debevoise & Plimpton LLP
Paul M. Dodyk
The Ford Foundation
Interest on Lawyer Account Fund of  

the State of New York
Kirkland & Ellis Foundation
Edward Krugman and Ethel Klein
The New Era Foundation
New York Community Trust
Quinn Emanuel Urquhart &  

Sullivan, LLP
Jennifer and Philippe Selendy
van Ameringen Foundation, Inc.

$20,000 - $49,999
Lily Auchincloss Foundation
Cahill Gordon & Reindel LLP
Cravath, Swaine & Moore LLP
Davis Polk & Wardwell LLP
Dentons US LLP
Ernst & Young
Henry A. Freedman
Fried, Frank, Harris, Shriver &  

Jacobson LLP
Stacey R. Friedman
Greenberg Traurig, LLP
Henry B. Gutman
John H. Hall
Hogan Lovells US LLP
Joan and Stephen L. Kass
Mark A. Kirsch
Latham & Watkins LLP
Scherman Foundation
Skadden, Arps, Slate, Meagher  

& Flom LLP
Sullivan & Cromwell LLP
Wachtell, Lipton, Rosen & Katz
Rita W. and Kenneth E. Warner
Weil, Gotshal & Manges LLP
The Winston Foundation, Inc.

$10,000 - $19,999
Allstate Insurance Company
Penelope E. Andrews
C. Edwin Baker 2001 Trust
Baker & McKenzie LLP
Mary Lu Bilek and Aaron R. Marcu
Elizabeth J. Cabraser
Douglas F. and Michaeline Curtis
Digital Risk LLC
Duff & Phelps
Edwards Wildman Palmer LLP
Robin and Steven M. Edwards
Equal Justice America
Faith E. Gay
GlaxoSmithKline
Jeffrey E. Glen and Rosina K. Abramson
James Grosfeld
Honeywell
JPMorgan Chase & Co.
Nancy A. Lieberman
Middle Road Foundation
New York Bar Foundation
New York University School of Law

Patton Boggs LLP
Paul, Weiss, Rifkind, Wharton & 

Garrison LLP
Proskauer Rose LLP
Jonathan and Lisa Schwartz
Steptoe & Johnson LLP
Time Warner Cable
Anne C. Vladeck
Willkie Farr & Gallagher LLP
Wilmer Cutler Pickering Hale &  

Dorr LLP

$5,000 - $9,999
Anonymous
M. Bernard Aidinoff
Roger Alcaly and Helen Bodian
Alliance for Justice
Atlantic Philanthropies Director/

Employee Designated Gift Fund
Bingham McCutchen LLP
Carter Ledyard & Milburn LLP
Cleary Gottlieb Steen & Hamilton LLP
Richard Cotton
Helen Matchett DeMario Foundation
Freshfields Bruckhaus Deringer US LLP
General Electric Foundation
Dr. Kelly Posner Gerstenhaber
Joan Granlund
Sandra Hauser and Jeff Parness
Sheila and Bill Lambert
Susan and Art Lindenauer
Loeb & Loeb LLP
Patterson Belknap Webb & Tyler LLP
Kenneth and Bettina Plevan
John and Darlene Reid-Dodick
Adam L. Rosman
Schoeman Updike Kaufman Stern & 

Ascher LLP
John A. Shutkin
Jonathan D. Siegfried
Nancy and David Solomon
Squire Sanders (US) LLP
Verizon Communications
Elpidio Villarreal
Brian S. Weinstein
George B. Yankwitt
Mary Marsh Zulack

$1,000 - $4,999
Robert M. Abrahams
Marc Abrams
Dr. Lishan Aklog and Maria Fidalgo
Anonymous (4)
Ballard Spahr LLP
Richard Barrent
Joseph Baumgarten
Richard and Diana Beattie
Fred Block
Adele M. Blong and Steven J. Cole
Gordon and Claudia Bonnyman
William M. Brodsky and Minna Fyer
David O. Brownwood
Jane Byrne
Timothy Cameron
Clifford P. Case III
Carmen B. Ciparick

Naomi Cohen
Beverly and Stuart Cohen
CrossCurrents Foundation
Stephen M. Cutler and Wendy 

Zimmerman
Evan and Mary Davis
Bruce Deal
John F. Delaney
Nancy E. Delaney
Dewey Pegno & Kramarsky LLP
Directions For Rural Action Fund
DLA Piper LLP (US)
Donald Francis Donovan
Douglas S. and Priscilla Eakeley
Daniel and Stephanie Edelstein
Stanley Eisenberg
Una Elias
Jeffrey M. Epstein
Feinberg Rozen, LLP
Patricia and Robert Ferrari
Arthur Norman Field
Francis Finlay
Dr. Stanley Friedman
Barry H. Garfinkel
Goldman Sachs Gives/Annual  

Giving Fund
Goldman Sachs Gives/The Stecher 

Family Fund
Gotham Government Relations
Daniel Greenberg and Karen Nelson
John DeWitt Gregory
David Gruenstein
Ben W. Heineman Jr.
Richard J. and Margaret Himelfarb
Johns Hopkins University
James W. Johnson and Michael L. 

Connell
Craig Kaplan and Anne Hess
Julius and Eleanor Kass Family 

Foundation
Phebe and Adam Kiryk
Benjamin B. Klubes and Risa Bender
Hon. Shirley and Edward Kornreich
Victor and Sarah Kovner
David Lahm
Christine LaSala and Ellie Lipschitz
Bernice K. Leber and David Rosenberg
Jack and Sandra Levitt

Lois Gehr Livezey
Helen Lowenstein
Philip Margolius
Jon and Rosemary Masters
Maximus
Jean M. McCarroll
Elizabeth McCormack
Janette McMahan
William R. Miller
Malini Moorthy
Morrison & Foerster LLP
Sara Moss
Navigant Consulting, Inc.
John Nonna
Bernard W. Nussbaum
C. Adrienne and Peter Paris
Pfizer Inc.
A. Robert Pietrzak
Joanna Piepgrass
Frances Fox Piven
Peter Quint
Bruce Rabb
Debra Raskin and Michael Young
Dean Ringel
Allan G. Rodgers
Phyllis and Leonard M. Rosen
Eric and Laurie Roth
Saul Ewing LLP
Shannon Rose Selden
Howard Shapiro
Jacqueline W. Silbermann
Linda and Arnold Spellun
Allan Sperling and Ferne Goldberg
Hon. Dominic and Carla Squatrito
Mary Ann Stein
Stikeman Elliott LLP
Adam P. Strochak
Christopher and Leah Tahbaz
Michael Trister and Nancy Duff 

Campbell
Valerie Vanaman
Veritext
Viacom
Charles and Jacqueline Warren
Marc Weiss and Nancy Meyer
Stanley S. Weithorn
Steven M. Witzel

To our PRO BONO PARTNERS

Alston Hunt Floyd & Ing
Bryan Cave LLP

Cooley LLP
Debevoise & Plimpton LLP

Dentons US LLP
Drinker Biddle & Reath LLP

Gibson, Dunn & Crutcher LLP
Hogan Lovells US LLP

Kaye Scholer LLP
Kirkland & Ellis LLP

Sherman & Howard LLC
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Financial Information

   2012 2013
 Public Support and Revenue
 Public Support
  Contributions - unrestricted 284,805  236,534 
  Contributions - Dodyk Fellowship 20,050  8,760 
  Grants 392,396  530,000 
  Special Events 523,920  554,375 
  Donated Services 140,734  43,929 
Total Public Support 1,361,905  1,373,598 

 Revenue
  Attorneys Fees 432,622  623,353 
  Interest and Other 2,315 6,235 
 Total Revenue 434,937  629,588 

 Total Public Support and Revenue 1,796,842  2,003,186 

Expenses
 Program Services 1,260,470  1,313,190 
 Management and General 113,208  129,734 
 Fundraising 300,171 295,247 
 Total Expenses 1,673,849  1,738,171 

Increase (decrease) in net assets 122,993 265,015 

Net assets, beginning of year 1,391,633 1,514,626 

Net assets, end of year $1,514,626 $1,779,641 

Full report may be viewed on NCLEJ’s website (www.nclej.org) or by request from  
the State of New York, Office of the Attorney General, Charities Bureau,  
120 Broadway, New York, NY  10271.

Board of Directors*

Jennifer M. Selendy, Chair 
Kirkland & Ellis LLP

Cassandra Barham,  
Vice-Chair 
Benefits Rights Advocacy Group

Douglas F. Curtis, Vice-Chair 
WilmerHale

Sandra D. Hauser,  
Secretary
Dentons US LLP

Steven M. Edwards,  
Treasurer
Hogan Lovells US LLP

Mary Lu Bilek
University of Massachusetts  
School of Law-Dartmouth

Carmen B. Ciparick
Greenberg Traurig, LLP

Paul M. Dodyk
Cravath, Swaine & Moore LLP 
(retired)

Evelyn Dortch
Direct Action Welfare Group

Andrew R. Dunlap
Quinn Emanuel Urquhart & 
Sullivan, LLP

Stacey R. Friedman
Corporate and Investment Bank 
JPMorgan Chase & Co.

Mary E. Gerisch 
Vermont Workers Center

Melissa Gilbarg 
Old Colony YMCA

Anita Graham
Community Voices Heard

John D. Gregory
Maurice A. Deane School of Law  
at Hofstra University (retired)

David Gruenstein
Wachtell, Lipton, Rosen & Katz

Henry B. Gutman
Simpson Thacher & Bartlett LLP

Stephen L. Kass
Carter Ledyard & Milburn LLP

Mark A. Kirsch
Gibson, Dunn & Crutcher LLP

Edward P. Krugman
Cahill Gordon & Reindel LLP

Nancy A. Lieberman
Skadden, Arps, Slate, Meagher  
& Flom LLP

Malini Moorthy
Pfizer Inc.

Bruce Rabb

Jonathan D. Schwartz
Univision Communications Inc.

Shannon Rose Selden
Debevoise & Plimpton LLP

Jill Shinn
Northeast Missouri Clients Council  
for Human Needs

John A. Shutkin
CliftonLarsonAllen LLP

Jonathan D. Siegfried
DLA Piper LLP (US)

Elpidio (PD) Villarreal
GlaxoSmithKline

Brian S. Weinstein
Davis Polk & Wardwell LLP

Steven M. Witzel
Fried, Frank, Harris, Shriver  
& Jacobson LLP

George B. Yankwitt

Ofelia Zapata 
Texas Clients Council

Former Board 
Members
John H. Hall
Keila Ravelo
Adam L. Rosman

Staff*
Henry A. Freedman
Executive Director

Greg Bass 
Senior Attorney

Marc Cohan 
Director of Litigation

Madeleine Harrington 
Development Assistant

Vicki Henderson 
Director of Development

Peter Kendall 
Systems Administrator

Mary R. Mannix 
Program Director/Senior Attorney

Erinn D. Martin 
Post-Graduate Fellow

Jenny Pelaez 
Paul M. Dodyk Fellow/ 
Staff Attorney

Michelle Peeples 
Administrative Coordinator

Laura Redman 
Senior Attorney

Emerie Snyder 
Financial and Administrative Manager

Petra Tasheff 
Senior Attorney

Former Staff
Cary LaCheen

*As of March 2014


